Lesson Three: Post-Video Activities  

TEACHER NOTES
Background 

Nonviolent resistance becomes a “force more powerful” to the extent that it takes away a regime’s capacity to assert control. To succeed, a nonviolent movement cannot simply take a principled stand for “nonviolence.” It has to devise a strategy for action. In turn, this strategy must broadly communicate goals, mobilize people, and select sanction to punish opponents. To shift the momentum of conflict in their favor, nonviolent resisters must diversify the scope and variety of these sanctions, defend their popular base against repression, and exploit their opponents’ weaknesses and concessions. In this way they undermine the regime’s claim to legitimacy.

Those who lead an authoritarian or unjust system will then lose support inside and outside the country. When they see they can no longer count on repression to maintain control, they will begin to realize that their prospects for staying in power are no longer favorable. The result may be that they surrender, or compromise with the nonviolent movement, or even forswear oppression and cede power to the resisters. Any outcome will ultimately have to be conformed by the nonviolent movement.

Many times in the twentieth century, movements that spoke for the people had occasion to choose between violent insurrection and nonviolent resistance as the way to seek power. Many were seduced by the romance of revolutionary violence, believing (in Mao Zedong’s famous words) “power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” Although violence can instill fear for a time or destroy lives and property, it cannot force people to give its users their consent—something they need to maintain their position.

In the stability and endurance of democracies, the political philosopher Hanna Arendt saw a superior idea of power: “when…the Romans spoke of the civitas as their form of government, they had in mind a concept of power and law whose essence did not rely in the command—obedience relationship.” In the eighteenth century the leaders of the political revolutions in America and Europe resurrected this same idea in their republics, “where the rule of law, resting on the power of the people would put an end to the rule of man over man.”

By dissolving the people’s consent to authoritarian rule, nonviolent resisters throughout the twentieth century not only neutralized repression. They also established democratic rule in country after country. Thanks to their efforts, a robust alternative to violence as a way to advance great causes and overturn injustice exists in the twenty-first century. In the words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, “When people decide they want to be free…there is nothing that can stop them.” 

When we look at protest movements (such as those at the political conventions in Philadelphia and Los Angeles, the demonstrations at the World Trade Organization meeting in Seattle, Washington or the IMF meeting in Washington, DC) at the beginning of the twenty-first century, we must ask ourselves, “Are the goals and values of nonviolent conflict and civil disobedience a viable option for changing a perceived unjust society into a just one?

Learning Objectives 

Students will have the opportunity to:

· apply concepts learned during lessons one and two to a new situation;

· explain the origins and interpret the continuing influence of key ideals of the   democratic republican form of government, such as individual human dignity, liberty, justice, equality, and the rule of law;

· work independently and cooperatively within the group to accomplish goals; 

· participate in activities to strengthen the “common good”, based upon careful evaluation of possible options for citizen action;

· construct an action plan and position paper to achieve one or more goals related to an issue of public concern; 

· prepare a public policy paper and present and defend it before other members of the class or other appropriate forum in school or community;

Standards List

National Council for the Social Studies - Curriculum Standards for Social Studies:


Power, Authority, & Governance: Provide for the study of how people create and 
change structures of power, authority, and governance.


Individual Development & Identity: Provide for the study of individual development and identity (values).


Global Connections: Provide for the study of global connections and 
interdependence.


Civic Ideals & Practices: Provide for the study of the ideals, principles, and 
practices of citizenship in a democratic republic.

Language Arts:


Demonstrate competence in the general skills and strategies of persuasive writing and speaking.


Gathers and uses information for research purposes.


Demonstrate competence in meeting the standard of four or above in each of the categories on the “Writing Scoring Guide”.

Technology:


Knows the characteristics and uses of computer software programs.


Demonstrates the ability to use the Internet as an appropriate resource.

Concepts

· Just Society

· Rule of Law

· Civil Disobedience

· Human Rights

· Nonviolent conflict

Tool and Materials

Paper and Pen

Copies of:

· “Democratic Beliefs and Values” 

· “Core Values of American Constitutional Democracy” 

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights (access copy at http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html 

· United States “Bill of Rights”

· Scoring guides for writing, civics, history 

· “198 Methods of Nonviolent Action”

· “Correcting Common Misconception About Nonviolent Action”
Computers with Internet access and word processing capabilities

Time Needed: Five class periods 

Each group will need to complete some of the research out of class.

Teaching Strategy

Day One - Three: 

1.
Divide the class into research groups of three—four students. Remind 
students of the issues and concepts discussed and learned in lesson one and 
two.

2.
Each group is to develop an action plan and position paper stating specific 
aims, goals and methods to achieve the plan of action. Each group should 
consult the following material:


“Democratic Beliefs and Values”


“Core Values of American Constitutional Democracy”


“Universal Declaration of Human Rights”


“Correcting Common Misconceptions About Nonviolent Action” 



“198 Methods of Nonviolent Action” 



“Web Sites for Research Purposes


“Scoring Guide – Civics, History, Writing”

3.
The group is to choose an issue or event they believe does not meet the standards as stated in the document listed above – a group whose rights are being violated on a regular basis – “racial profiling” – teenage curfew – gender 
discrimination – age discrimination – wage discrimination. Something they believe in strongly enough to want to change.

4.
Brainstorm and identify who has the power, how that needs to change and 
how you can bring about change using nonviolent or civil disobedience methods.

5. Working together, research the issue, prepare an action plan, write a position paper and prepare a persuasive speech to present to other classmates to obtain agreement for the action.  The position paper should answer these three questions:



What are you willing to go to jail for if your nonviolent civil disobedience does not work?



What consequences will you be willing to accept for breaking the law?



Is there a condition in which “revolution” must be used?

Day Four-Five:

6. Give the speech to class – gather support – convince others in the value of 
your goals and beliefs.

Assessment Recommendations

Use scoring guides for speaking, writing, civics, and history to evaluate action plan, position paper and oral presentation.

Have each group complete a self-score, using the same items, plus ask them to rate how the group worked to complete the assigned task.

Extensions/Adaptations

Complete any of the research projects listed in Study Guide for “A Force More Powerful.”

Research and write a short paper (1500 words) on human rights abuses in any country (including the United States). Be sure to cite sources used. (See Web Sites for Research Purposes.)

Book Critique – Read the book and write a short critique relating the ideas in the book to the concepts and values discussed in these lessons.  Suggested readings:


Crime and Punishment – Fyodor Dostoevsky


The Brothers Karamazov – Fyodor Dostoevsky



An Essay Concerning the True Origin, Extent, and End of Civil Government –   John Locke


The Manifesto –  Karl Marx


Letter from a Birmingham Jail – Martin Luther King, Jr.
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