Research Activities

1. In 1906 Gandhi wrote: "The British have not taken India; we have given it to them. They are not in India because of their strength, but because we keep them." Ask students to write a research paper that supports or rejects Gandhi's claim. The paper should be based on readings about the history of the British raj in India. How was it that Indians "kept" the British in India by cooperating with their rule? In what ways did Indians collaborate with those who colonized them? Finally, how did Gandhi's insight influence his 1930-1931 civil disobedience campaign?

2. From the mid-1950s to the mid-1960s, the civil rights movement was driven by local campaigns in cities and rural areas across the South. Although these campaigns all involved nonviolent action, they followed different strategies. Activists learned from each other's successes and failures and strove to adopt tactics that fit local conditions. Have each student (or a small group of students) prepare a report on one local civil rights campaign either before or after 1960. The report should describe its goals, how it mobilized, the nonviolent sanctions it chose to use, how it responded to violence, and how it separated the authorities from their means of support.

3. Starting in the mid-1980s, anti-apartheid movements in the United States and Europe succeeded in pressuring governments and corporations to take economic measures against South Africa. At the time, some people in these countries opposed such economic punishment; they argued that it harmed the people it was supposed to help more than it harmed the oppressive regime. Ask students to write a paper based on research about the effects of economic sanctions in South Africa. What impact did these sanctions have on the South African government's ability to sustain apartheid?

4. In both Chile and Poland the Catholic Church had prominence in the movements against authoritarian control. Have students examine the specific activities undertaken by the Church in each country and write a paper describing the Church's influence on events in each place. How important was the Church's role? Would the nonviolent movement have been successful if the Church had not played a role? Could another institution or organization have performed the same function?

5. In the nonviolent opposition to President Augusto Pinochet in Chile and to the British in India, women's organizations and individual women played a prominent role. Ask your students to conduct an informal debate on the question: Do nonviolent campaigns create more opportunity than violent campaigns for participation and leadership by women? They should consider what kinds of roles violent and nonviolent campaigns create for participants, and whether those roles are likely to encourage or discourage significant participation by women.

6. Ask students to prepare a research paper about the democracy movement in China. The paper should focus on how nonviolent movements adjust their actions to sustain their momentum for change, and to forestall or exploit violence by the regime. Students should research the events that led up to the Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989 and the consequences of the massacre. Should the Chinese students have limited their demands in order to make some gains and consolidate their position? What could they have done to protect the movement from repression?

